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chosen deity, do not know much about others. It is
also possible that, in a few cases, in the excitement
of the moment, not as a premeditated act of devotion,
they have cast themselves under the wheels of the
car, in the hope that such complete self-sacrifice could
not fail to receive its reward. In the character of
Jagannatha, and the rites performed in his worship,
there is nothing to lead men to regard him as a deity
delighting in death, but the very opposite.

The town of Puri has nothing attractive save its
temples and maths, or monasteries. It is composed
largely of ruined huts, with a fixed population of
about 23,000. At the great festivals from 60,000 to
100,000 pilgrims are present. Its history divides itself
into three periods :

i. The Early Hindu Period. The authority for this
are the Skanda, Kurma, and Narada Puranas. The
legends are written to cast a halo of glory round the
place, which was then growing in popularity. The in-
formation is given in answer to an inquiry why Vishnu
is represented by a log of wood.

Brahma, distressed that he had not provided sufficient
means for human salvation, asked Vishnu to provide a
simple one. Brahma was reminded that those who
were earnest in their search for that blessing could
obtain it by living in the abode of the divinity by the
seashore. Vishnu went on to say: " On the north
shore of the sea to the south of the Mahanadi River
is my favourite abode, which can confer the blessings
to be derived from all the other sacred places on the
earth put together. Those wise sons of Manu who
reside there enjoy the fruits of the good deeds per-
formed by them in previous births. . . . None who has
little merit or is weak in faith, can live there. . . . The